Ambrose: A Vignette 

Ambrose is an unaccompanied 17-year old who has frequently moved between his Mother in Iowa, his aunt in New Jersey, and his sister in Houston.  Born in Houston, he has never lived with his father and did not wish to start all over in a 4th neighborhood at a new school when he and his Mom split.  Ambrose’s recent move into his sister’s apartment in Bellwood, near Houston, allowed him to play football with the team.  He discovered he had talent. Extremely independent, however, Ambrose had a falling out with his sister, so he chose to live on the streets in Bellwood rather than return to Iowa or New Jersey.  The guys on the team at Bellwood’s Westphalia HS became his friends.

No one really knew much about Ambrose’s situation.  He trained himself to wake up early, regularly finding a place to sleep within two or three blocks of the bus stop.  He boards the early bus and gets to the school in time to shower before first period in the morning.  After school, he bags groceries at the HEB, unobtrusively eats any samples he can find, and then tries to secure a place to sleep for that night.

By the time he gets off work, the local library, which has computers and provides printers, is closed.  Ambrose struggles to get his homework finished, but knows he must if he wishes to stay eligible for football.  He gets B’s and C’s in regular-level classes.

As the weather turns cooler, Ambrose is increasingly unable to stay outside.  He has no covers and must use his backpack for his pillow.  Park benches are dangerous, and the half-finished newly constructed house he had stayed in for nearly two weeks finally got doors put on it, so was no longer an option.  In a roundabout way – unwilling to say much about his situation – Ambrose asked one of the football coaches if he knew of a place where kids could sleep.  

The coach said, “No.  Ask some of the other kids.”

· How would you imagine such a response would be received by Ambrose?

· What, among many possibilities, is particularly insensitive about the coach’s response?

· What could the coach have said that would have been a) a tolerable response or b) an ideal response?

· Could or would you comment about the role of extracurricular activities in the life of this young man in a homeless situation?
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