Admissions-Related Issues for Teenagers and Adults

TELL YOUR STORY

Most colleges and universities will ask for an essay. You have a story to tell.

Here’s your opportunity. Even if the school you are applying to doesn’t ask for an essay, you might include one, especially if there is something in your academic background that is going to give them pause.

Did you change high schools multiple times? 

Make sure that you get an official transcript from each school you attended.  There may be a small fee involved.  You may need to address issues like repeating a course because of differences in the curriculum.

Did you have lower grades then you believe you were capable of?

What contributed to those lower grades?  Changing schools, absences?  Be prepared to explain these in writing so the admission person knows what was going on. Whatever might send up red flags to an admissions representative is something you’re going to want to address. Don’t make them guess why something looks the way it does. 

If a college requires a fee to be paid in order to process your application, is there any way to get that paid for if you can’t afford it? 

You can apply for a fee waiver from your high school guidance office or through the College Board. 

If you don't have a permanent address or are in transitional housing what address do I put on my application?

See if there is a relative's address you can use for college correspondence. You may be able to use your school’s address or even a PO Box.

**Guidance Counselors can be overworked so make sure to be proactive with the process. **
 
If a college says that it is a “rolling decision” application, what does that mean?
This means that the earlier you apply the earlier you will hear from the college and the better your chances are for being accepted. It’s almost like a “first come, first serve” system so you should not put off your applications! Also scholarship deadlines may be earlier than application deadlines so make sure you read each application’s instructions carefully.
Admissions-Related Issues for Adult Learners

Getting Transcripts from Colleges

In order to apply to a new college, you’ll have to get the transcripts from any colleges you have attended. Getting your transcripts from a college with an unpaid bill may not be possible until your bill is paid.

For a student that graduated a long time ago, placement tests can help.

Placement tests can make sure that you are signing up for courses that are appropriate for you.  Ask your transfer advisor about the placement tests they offer.

Consider alternative ways of getting credits for your degree.

Ask the colleges about CLEP (College Level Examination Program) and credits for Life Experience.  Both of these can be sources of credit to help you get your degree faster and save money.

Articulation agreements between two-year schools and local four-year schools can really cut costs.  

Many community colleges and two year colleges have agreements with area four year colleges that spell out which credits will be accepted for each major they offer.  These can really help a student get their degree much cheaper and make sure they don’t take any wasted credits at the two year college. 

There are lots of different pathways to a 4 year degree; it's not how you get there, just that you get there!

Financial Aid-Related Issues for Teenagers

If you want to be considered an independent student, meaning that the college considers your financial aid eligibility without collecting information from your parents, here are some helpful tips:

· The process for financial aid is different for each college, especially for students requesting financial aid without parental participation


· Students who have been wards of the court are automatically considered “independent” for financial aid purposes at most colleges

· The application for financial aid is the FAFSA—Free Application for Federal Student Aid, and is available at http://www.fafsa.ed.gov/

· Students need to get documentation about why they should be considered independent. Documentation can be a letter from a trusted person outside the student’s family. Court records or police reports are ideal.  It can also come from a social worker, clergy, teacher, etc. Family members are not the best source of this documentation

· Unwillingness to pay on the parent’s part is not an acceptable reason for becoming independent to a college and puts the student in a VERY difficult position. Many students whose parents do not make much money will find it easier to include their parent’s income on their applications, and still end up with the best financial aid possible

· Examples of things that can make a college make you independent are Parental

Abuse, Abandonment, Incompetence, Incarceration, or Insanity

· Each school will have their own internal policy for handling independent students.  If the college refuses to consider a student as an independent, which they have the right to do, there is no recourse

· If approved as an independent, here is the general process:

1. The student fills out the FAFSA ignoring all the parent information

2. The FAFSA is automatically going to be rejected by the Department of Education. Do not worry about this

3. If the College has agreed to make the student independent, they will fix the rejection with an “override”. Call the college to make sure this happens

4. The student then receives a student aid report showing an EFC (Expected Family Contribution) that will be zero (0) in most cases

5. The college then uses that EFC to package the student’s financial aid, which   will usually include Pell Grants and some loans

6. Overrides need to be renewed each year and the student needs to meet certain criteria: “Ability to Benefit” and “Satisfactory Academic Progress”

· “Ability to Benefit” means the student has a high school diploma, or has passed an exam approved by the Department of Education.


· “Satisfactory Academic Progress” usually means that, once enrolled in college, financial aid is contingent on the student being on track for graduation within 1.5 times the normally allotted time (less than 6 years for a 4-year degree) and usually that they have a 2.0 GPA or better.

· Federal aid applications don’t expire and can be submitted until the end of the school year. State aid applications may expire and state aid may not be available if the student applies late. Institutional aid is very deadline dependent and may not be available if the application is submitted late.

· Financial aid is not an entitlement. With the exceptions of a few federal and state programs, almost all aid is at the discretion of the college. Therefore, even if the college identifies a need, they are under no obligation to fund it. Private colleges have done a better job building pools of funds from which to fill need, whereas public colleges are often only able to distribute the entitlements.

If you are not going to apply as an independent student, or your college will not make you one, then your parent(s) must participate in the application process. Here are some hints:

· If both of your parents are still married, both will need to file the FAFSA.

· If your parents are divorced or unmarried, and a student is living outside of the house, the parent that they lived with the most in the last 12 months will be financially responsible for filing.

· Key point:   Filing the FAFSA forms determine how much aid a student is eligible for.  It does NOT obligate the parent to pay.  This is a common misconception among lower income families.

· Generally speaking, a family income of under $24,000 a year results in an EFC of zero.

www.fafsa4caster.ed.gov  is a good tool for estimating the EFC and eligibility for aid.

www.finaid.org provides easy to read information about all issues in financial aid.

www.fafsa.ed.gov is the website where you’ll file the FAFSA.

Financial Aid-Related Issues for Adult Learners

If you are married, a veteran of the military, or will be twenty-four (24) years old or older when you are in college, you are automatically considered an independent student for financial aid purposes. You do not have to follow the process above to become independent. If you are married, your spouse must provide information on the FAFSA. Here are some hints:

· The Ability to Benefit rules and Satisfactory Academic Progress requirements (see above) apply to adult learners


· The FAFSA is the application you’ll file, and the same kinds of aid that are available to dependent students are available to adult learners


· In order to receive most kinds of financial aid, you must be a matriculating student. This means the college must have admitted you, and must consider you a degree candidate. You are not likely to find much financial aid if you are casually taking classes


· If you stop taking classes or drop a class, inform the college’s Registrar’s Office immediately. The sooner you let them know, the more of a refund you’ll get.
