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Protecting Homeless Students’ Rights to Participate in

Interscholastic and Extracurricular School Activities
Arguments for full participation

Statutory

· The McKinney-Vento Act applies to athletic associations. Therefore, state educational agencies, local educational agencies, and athletic associations must comply with the McKinney-Vento Act.

· The McKinney-Vento Act requires schools to enroll homeless students immediately (722(g)(3)(C)), and “enroll” is specifically defined as “attending classes and participating fully in school activities.” (725(1)) Therefore, homeless students must be allowed to participate in sports, extra-curricular activities, and all classes and school activities immediately.

· The McKinney-Vento Act requires state and local educational agencies to “remove barriers to the enrollment and retention of homeless children and youths in schools.” (722(g)(1)(I)) Therefore, barriers to participation in sports, extra-curricular activities, and all classes and school activities must be removed.

· The liaison determines whether a youth meets the definition of “homelessness” (722(g)(6)(A)(i))

Social/academic

· Sports and other school activities contribute to youth staying in school, succeeding in school, and graduating.

· Sports and other school activities contribute to college acceptance and scholarships.

· Sports and other school activities can provide a surrogate family for unaccompanied youth.

· Sports and other school activities teach youth work ethic, leadership, teamwork and goal setting.

Consider common counter-arguments

· It’s not fair to other students.

· It’s not fair to other schools.

· Students may be faking homelessness in order to play on a particular team or participate in a particular activity.

· The student’s participation may be unsafe (if the student is older than other students or lacks parental support or consistent health care).

· Athletic associations are different than state or local educational agencies, so McKinney-Vento does not apply to them.

