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Background Information
Region 14 Education Service 

Center

Statistics on Homeless Students
2008-2009

• Number of Homeless

Abilene   791 Other   934
t l    2Total:   1725

• Unaccompanied Youth
Abilene   46         Other 132
Total: 178

What are the needs?

Assessments on Every Identified 
Student

• Confidential SOS Student Assessment Form
• Name of Student _______________ School and Grade_________

Summary of Living Situation:
(Doubled up?  Number in Family? Siblings in School?  Anticipated changes?) 

•  Attended 2 or more schools this year

• Academic Information:
• Attendance    No Concerns   Frequently Tardy   Excessive Absences        
• Current Grades:   A-B  Bs and Cs   Failing one or more Course(s)  
• Last TAKS scores available:   All Passed    Non-Pass Math

 Non-Pass Reading   Non-Pass Writing  Science  Social Studies
• Comments from  current teacher regarding any areas of concern:
• Information on current benchmark or practice tests:• Information on current benchmark or practice tests:

 Needs assistance with Reading, Math or Other
 Needs Assistance with English Language

• Has student ever been retained in a grade?  No    Yes (Grade ___) 
• Enrolled in Special Programs :   Special Ed   ESL  Other (Please note)
• Medical, Social, Emotional, and Family Concerns:
• Specific Interests and Goals noted by the student:

 Hobbies  (Note Below)         Activities (Scouts, Church, Sports)
•  Awards and Honors

For High School Students:
• Is the student an Unaccompanied Youth?    No   Yes  
• What are the student’s plans after graduation?   College 

 Other Education     Military     Job      Unsure
• Does the student need assistance with college information, application help, or information on 

financial assistance?   Yes     No
• Is there a need for credit recovery?   Yes    No
• Comments and Recommendations:

 Tutoring or Other Assistance            Credit Recovery or Guidance for After Graduation       
Counseling or Mental Health Referral      Family Assistance

•  School Supplies    Summer Program
• __________________________ ________________ 

Signature and Title
Date

Summary of Assessments

Total completed for 
Abilene ISD: 292 
(Elementary)

Total Completed for other 
Districts: 462

Total for region: 754
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Summary of Assessments

Tutoring: 213
College Application 

Assistance: 33
Credit Recovery:    31Credit Recovery:    31
School Supplies:      221
Family Assistance:    108
Counseling: 103

Communities in Schools

• The mission of 
Communities in Schools is 
to champion the 
connection of needed connection of needed 
community resources with 
schools to help young 
people successfully learn, 
stay in school and prepare 
for life.

6 Core Areas of Focus
• Supportive Guidance
• Health and Human 

Services
• Parental and Family Parental and Family 

Involvement
• College Readiness
• Career Awareness
• Enrichment and 

Educational Enhancement

Communities in Schools Social 
Work Interns

• Terah Hatter and
Rhonda Osby

Examples of Intervention

Self Esteem

Attendance

Backpack 
Feeding

Academics
Grades

Agency 
Referral Self Esteem Grades

Crisis Intervention

School Supplies

Referral

Character Building

2008-2009 Results

Abilene HS                    7

Cooper HS                  23

M di MS 11Madison  MS               11

Mann  MS                    14

Fannin Elem                21

Ortiz  Elem                  18

Total                            94
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Results
Number Improved

Academic 37 20   -- 54%

Attendance 20 9 -- 45%

Behavior 52 34 -- 65%

Social 
Services

39 30 -- 77%

Total 148 93 --63%

2009-2010 School Year
Cooper HS 31

Abilene HS 43

Madison MS 18

Mann MS 27

Fannin Elem 16

Ortiz Elem 33

Total 168

Michael Diers: CIS Campus Coordinator at 
Cooper High School

• 1875 Enrolled
• 145 CIS
•31 Homeless

• Works with homeless liaison, 
counselors, teachers, community

• Supervises Social Work Interns

Resource Mapping
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QUESTIONSQUESTIONS

?

Why Does CIS Work so Well?
• Short-term interventions, 

over time, during the 
school day

• Relationship Connection
principal, counselor, 
teacher, community 
agency

• Advocate and intervene 
for the student

How Can Collaboration Work for 
You?
• If you already have CIS in 

your school…Collaborate!
• Research possibility to 

adding a CIS programg g
• Utilize interns from 

undergraduate or 
graduate social work or 
counseling programs

Your Presenters:

Michael Diers
Communities in Schools
Cooper High School 

Abilene, TX
james.diers@abileneisd.org

Martha Smallwood
Seeds of Success Program

Region 14 Education Service 
Center  Abilene, TX

msmallwood@esc14.net


