TRAVERSE CITY AREA PUBLIC SCHOOLS

STUDENTS IN TRANSITION EMPOWERMENT PROGRAM (STEP)

Student Housing Survey

The following survey is designed to help us (educators, the community, and helping organizations) understand YOUR needs.  Please be open and honest about how we can help you by answering the following questions.  Your answers will be kept confidential.

Your name (optional)___________________________________

1. How old are you? ________ If not 18, when will you turn 18?__________________

2. If you are in transition, meaning: without a fixed, regular, and adequate, (electricity, water, bed and bath) living situation, where are you living? (circle all that apply)

In a car

With a friend’s family

Couch surfing

In a Host Home

In an apartment with a friend
     In a tent
In a camper/campground 
w/relative

Other______________________________________________________________


3. Are you working? 
    No       full time      part time   #hrs____ Amount per week$____

4. Do you smoke?
Use drugs?
Drink Alcohol? 
Been in trouble with the court system?

5. Do you receive Social Security?
Yes 
No

If so, please list the reason and amount____________________________________

6. Are you in school full time?  Yes    No 


7. Which schools do you attend?   __________________________________________

8. When will you graduate High School?______________

9. Do you receive work credit?
Yes    or    No
10. Do you have a child that you take care of?   Yes   No
  How many? ____________

11. What are your goals immediately after High School? (circle as many as apply)

College
Technical School
Working
Living on SSI or Disability

Marriage
Stay at home parent
Live with a parent or relative   I don’t know

12. Has anyone contacted you about these future goals and offered to help you attain them?




Yes 
No
   If so can you remember who?______________________

13. Why would you say you are in transition?  (circle all that apply, feel free to explain on the back of the survey) other _______________________________

Family Conflict
Addiction/Substance abuse   
Financial issues       Pregnancy 


Abuse or Neglect    Foreclosure/Eviction-loss of home     To be with boyfriend/girlfriend

14. Which of the following Identification do you have? (Circle as many as you have)

Drivers License
Learners Permit        Social Security Card
Birth Certificate

School Transcript
School ID with/ picture
Bills in your name 

15. Do you have Medicaid or Health Insurance?

Yes   or    No

16. Do you need assistance with: (Circle all that apply)
Food

Clothing

Transportation

College applications

Getting a Job

Budgeting
Resume Building
Housing
Medical

Counseling

Mental Health Services
Heat/Electric

Daycare 

Drivers Education 
Drivers License
Buying a Vehicle
Credit Repair


Drug or Alcohol Rehabilitation 
School Work

Making a Plan for Graduation 

17.  Do you receive help from Department of Human Services?
Yes    or    No

If so, which of the following do you have: 

Bridge Card (food stamps)
Medicaid 
W.I.C.

Cash Assistance
other


 


18. What are the top three obstacles in your life that might make graduating from High School difficult?

1.

2.

3.

4 – I don’t find it difficult.
This is your chance to tell us in your words what you need to be successful…

19. What can we do to help you? 
If we could provide a safe environment for you to live, which option would you be most likely to choose?

Please read the benefits of each one carefully and circle the one you would be most comfortable with.

Host Home –

A Host Home could be the home of a friend or relative that is willing to be approved by Catholic Human Services.  If approved, the Host parent would receive $10 per day to offset the cost of housing a student.  You would have a Host Homes worker from Catholic Human Services that would meet with you once a month to ensure your safety and basic needs were being met.  You would be entitled to all transitional and support services accessible through Third Level, and the school district’s STEP program.

Pete’s Place –

In a wing of the Goodwill Inn and in connection with Third Level, Pete’s Place is a shelter for youth who are in transition 14 – 17 years old.  Much like a college dorm with full time staff, here you would receive a room, three meals a day, and a staff member available to help you 24 hours a day.  You would receive help with transportation to school and your activities.  You would have access to a counselor, referral services, and direct case management to help you transition to independent living. 

Transitional Individual Apartment – In a transitional apartment setting you would be in a program that provides supports that would help you remain in school and become independent.  You would be living in a 4 – 20 unit building made up of one bedroom apartments with full kitchen.  There would be curfews, and rules for apartment living much like living in a college dorm.  You would meet with a Social Worker, who lives on site, every week to discuss goals and progress toward graduation and secondary education as well as independent living skills. 

Transitional Shared Apartment – same as above but would share a 2 or 3 bedroom apartment with another student, spouse, child.  

When you are staying in a Host Home, at Pete’s Place, Transitional Shared, or Individual Apartment Program you would be entitled to transitional services either on site or through Third Level.  That means that a worker would help you with applications for Bridge Cards, Transportation, Food, Job Placement, Life Skills, and secondary education or specialized work training.  You would be required to attend school and maintain job related responsibilities.  All are drug free, smoke free facilities.
Foster Care: 

Foster Care means you would become a ward of the state.  The state would be your guardian until you were out of high school.  You would be given a Foster Home and a weekly allowance.  You would be required to follow the rules of your Foster Home.

You would be assigned a case manager that would help you with clothing, counseling services, and transportation. 

Additional benefits:

Graduation expenses such as senior class ring, tuxedo rentals or dress for Prom, cap and gown rental.

Housing assistance after graduation (first and last month rent) up to $1000 and start up funds. (furniture, appliances) 

You could apply for Educational Assistance after High School graduation up to $5000 per year in an accredited in-state school.  

An IDA savings account where you would receive matching funds to monies you contribute during the program up to $1000 a year.   

There are funds available for Driver’s Education, License fees and State ID.  


Physical and Mental Health Services including: Counseling, Life Skills, and mentor support.

.

Through the Students in Transition Empowerment Program (S.T.E.P.) at your school you are entitled to assistance with enrollment and school choice, school supplies, school transportation, academic help, free lunch, clothing to meet school requirements, referrals for housing, medical and counseling services if you are in transition. Ask your school Social Worker about S.T.E.P.

For more information or questions call:

Students in Transition Empowerment Program (STEP)

(231) 933-8991 
(231) 933-8976

Pete’s Place 

1-800-442-7315
(231) 922-4802

Third Level – check out their online resource guide! www.thirdlevel.org 
Goodwill Inn

(231) 922-4890
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