PLACE ON AGENCY LETTER HEAD IF POSSIBLE


[image: image1.png]






HOMELESS CHILDREN AND YOUTH EDUCATION BILL INTRODUCED 

IN THE U.S. HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES: 

STRENGTHENS AND SUPPORTS THE MCKINNEY-VENTO ACT 

BACKGROUND: On Wednesday, May 12, 2010, U.S. Representative Judy Biggert (R-13th/IL) introduced the “Educational Success for Children and Youth Without Homes Act of 2010,” H.R. 5285. Congresswoman Biggert was joined by Congressman Dale Kildee (D-5th/MI), Congressman Todd Platts (R-19th/PA), Congresswoman Marcia Fudge (D-11th/OH), and Congressman Joe Sestak (D-7th/PA) as original co-sponsors of the legislation.

H.R. 5285 amends the McKinney-Vento Act’s Education for Homeless Children and Youth program, as well as Title I, Part A of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act (ESEA), and other related titles of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act (ESEA). H.R. 5285 is nearly identical to legislation introduced in the U.S. Senate in November, S. 2800. A detailed summary of H.R. 5285, and S. 2800, is available at www.naehcy.org/reauth.html
OVERVIEW: H.R. 5285, the “Educational Success for Children and Youth Without Homes Act of 2010:”

· Promotes school stability for homeless children and youth by improving the “best interest” school selection process, increasing the authorized funding level to help assist with the costs of transportation to the school of origin, and by making transportation to the school of origin an eligible use of Title I Part A setaside funds

· Increases school districts’ ability to identify and serve homeless children and youth by providing professional development, training, resources, and time to school district homeless liaisons so they can carry out the duties required by the Act

· Increases homeless children’s access to early childhood education programs by addressing barriers to stability and requiring public preschool programs to identify and prioritize homeless children for enrollment
· Improves the academic progress and high school graduation rate of unaccompanied homeless youth by addressing guardianship barriers, credit accrual problems and access to credit recovery opportunities
· Improves homeless children and youth’s access to summer school, before and after school programs, and other educational opportunities 
· Assists homeless students to participate in the full range of academic support opportunities offered by schools by clarifying that the amount of the Title I, Part A homeless setaside must be based upon a needs assessment that includes objective criteria and is developed in coordination with the school district homeless liaison
· Improves educational access and stability for children and youth who become homeless as a result of disasters by creating an Emergency Disaster Grant that would allow supplemental McKinney-Vento funds to reach school districts quickly after a disaster.

ACTION NEEDED: Please contact your U.S. Representative and urge him or her to co-sponsor H.R. 5285. Contact information for U.S. Representatives may be found at www.house.gov  A sample letter is attached below.

Please also distribute this alert and urge your colleagues and community partners to contact their U.S. Representative.

FOR MORE INFORMATION: Contact Barbara Duffield, 202.364.7392, bduffield@naehcy.org 

SAMPLE LETTER TO U.S. REPRESENTATIVE

The Honorable Firstname Lastname
U.S. House of Representatives

Washington DC 20515

Dear Representative Lastname:
I urge you to sign on as a sponsor of The “Educational Success for Children and Youth Without Homes Act of 2010,” H.R. 5285. This critical bi-partisan legislation will help to ensure that children and youth who are homeless receive the education that they need to be successful in life.

Over one million children and youth suffer the deprivation of homelessness over the course of a year. This number is growing dramatically as a result of the economic and housing crises. Homeless students face significant barriers to education, including high rates of mobility, inability to meet enrollment requirements, and lack of transportation to maintain school stability. When these barriers are not addressed, these vulnerable youngsters often are unable to attend, or even enroll in, school, which prevents them from obtaining the education that is their best hope for a better future.

· Include information about the numbers and needs of the homeless children and youth in your community, and the importance of any the following to your efforts: liaisons and state coordinators with sufficient time, training, and resources to carry out their tasks; funding for transportation to keep children and youth stable in their original schools; improving access to early childhood for preschool children, including transportation services; addressing credit transfers and recovery for unaccompanied homeless youth; and improving the amount and authorized uses of Title I Part A funding (see detailed bill summary at www.naehcy.org/reauth.html for other provisions ). 

H.R. 5285 addresses all of these issues, and will help ensure that your community or state’s name homeless children and youth have the opportunities they need to succeed. Therefore, I urge you to co-sponsor the “Educational Success for Children and Youth Without Homes Act of 2010” (H.R. 5285).
I look forward to learning your response. Thank you for leadership on behalf of all of your community or state’s name children and youth.
Sincerely,
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