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MEMORANDUM

To:
NAEHCY

From:
Faegre & Benson LLP

Date:
January 15, 2009
Subject:
Unaccompanied Youth Living Programs and Requirements of Licensing Agencies 

Faegre & Benson LLP is pleased to present its findings regarding state laws and policies related to minors accessing shelters.  The following is a summary of state-by-state research conducted with the goal of identifying (1) the state agencies responsible for licensing youth shelters or other facilities which provide care to homeless youths and (2) the parental notification requirements imposed upon any facility serving homeless youths.  


We would like to thank you for the opportunity to participate in this important project for NAEHCY, and we look forward to working with you on additional projects.

State agencies responsible for licensing child care and youth facilities are identified on the attached spreadsheet.  However, in many cases, state laws and regulations fail to directly address the needs of homeless youth or, if addressed, often only address them in brief.  State regulations concerning childcare and facilities licensed to perform childcare functions may apply to a shelter or transitional living facility that serves the needs of homeless youth, although the term “homeless youth” often never appears.  Any regulations that may apply to the facilities with which NAEHCY is concerned have been noted.


For ease of understanding, the attached spreadsheet includes a number of definitions taken directly from the relevant statute, regulation or rule applying to the identified facilities.  Often, the definition of “child” encompasses minors up to the age of 18, and therefore the term “youth”, depending on one’s understanding, is within its scope.  Each state’s definition of “child”, as well as the other pertinent definitions provided in the section of the spreadsheet preceding the applicable regulations or rules, should be read with care before determining whether the parental notification requirements apply to a specific facility.  Citations are excluded from the body of this memorandum, but are included in the spreadsheet.

This memorandum will provide a short summary in two parts.  Part I is a brief overview of the notification requirements identified above.  It breaks down, by state, the consents, notifications and agreements required as between a facility serving an admitted youth and the placing agency (if any) and/or parent or guardian.  Part II identifies those states with respect to which information could not be obtained online and agency contacts failed to return calls or e-mail inquiries. 

I.
Notification Requirements


For purposes of Part I, the term “parent” shall mean both “parent” and “legal guardian”.  All references to “child” shall be deemed to incorporate the term “youth” unless otherwise noted.


A.
Parent’s Consent Required to Admit

Certain states require the consent of the parent, a court or a placing agency or state department before a child may be admitted to the identified program or facility.  These states include Arizona, Arkansas, Hawai’i, Louisiana (only certain classes of facility), Montana, Nevada and New Hampshire.  Illinois also requires parental consent, but only before the fifth night of shelter within a 30-day period is provided to the child, while Alaska permits a child to stay in a facility for up to 45 days without parental consent (although immediate parental notification is required, see Section D below).  


Most statutes provide more lenient time frames where a child is in a facility under emergency circumstances.  Arkansas, for example, grants a facility 72 hours to obtain the requisite written permission of a parent (or court) after the child is admitted.


If parental consent is withheld or refused, only Illinois specifically directs that a shelter contact the local community-based youth services agency in order to file a petition in juvenile court or otherwise proceed with any necessary legal or other documentation necessary to permit a child to stay at the shelter.  


B.
Parent’s Consent Required for Medical Care

Other states do not explicitly require the consent of a parent, court, placing agency or department before the child is admitted to the program or facility.  However, they often do require that parental consent for medical care be obtained in writing and placed in the child’s records.  The scope of medical care to which parents must give consent varies widely: consent may be for as little as emergency medical care or may be broad enough to include all routine check-ups and immunizations, dental care and surgeries.


Colorado, Kansas, Kentucky, New Hampshire, New Jersey, Oregon, Rhode Island, Texas, Virginia, Washington and Wisconsin – in addition to nearly every state requiring parental consent to admission in Section A above – require that the facility acquire the written consent of the parent or other custodial body in order to seek medical care for a child.  The time within which this consent should be obtained varies from pre-admission to weeks after the child joins a program or facility.  


C.
Written Admission or Placement Agreements Required

Alabama, California, Colorado, Delaware, Florida, Georgia, Hawai’i, Indiana, Iowa, Kentucky, Louisiana, Massachusetts, Missouri, Montana, Oregon, Texas, Virginia, West Virginia and Wisconsin each require that a written agreement of some form be entered into between the child, the placing agency and/or parent and the facility.  Often, this is referred to as a “placement agreement” and requires a full discussion with the child and parent the responsibilities of the child, the family and the facility in the relationship.  State regulations are very specific as to the contents of these agreements, which are set forth in greater detail on the attached spreadsheet.


The participation of a parent in the formulation of a placement agreement is often recommended but not required by state law.  Even where not recommended, it is advisable that a program or facility seek parental participation where feasible under the circumstances, in the event that state regulations change and to ensure that all appropriate consents have been obtained.  If a parent is not included in the admission process and the formulation of the agreement, the reasons for such exclusion should be documented by the facility, as this is required by many states (such as Delaware).  


D. 
Notice Explicitly Required


1.
Notice to Parents


A number of states – including Connecticut, Maryland, Michigan and New York – have implemented the Runaway and Homeless Youth Act (“RHYA”) or integrated it into their statutes along with more stringent notification or consent requirements.  In these states, the program serving the youth must contact parents within 72 hours after the youth is admitted.  With respect to the other states, however, the notice required to be provided varies greatly in form, content and timing.


If a state does not require the consent of the parent to stay in a facility or program, it will likely require that the parent receive notification that the child is present at the facility or at least written notification of the policies in place at the facility.  Alaska, Illinois and Indiana require notification of parents that the child is at the facility within 24 hours of arrival.  Maine permits a facility only 3 hours to attempt to make initial contact with the parent, but otherwise permits notification to be sent by mail the next day.  Other states requiring notice of the child’s arrival include Iowa, Oklahoma, Pennsylvania and Washington.  As a general matter, the facility or program must make a documented good faith effort to attempt to notify the parent as required by state regulations.  Exceptions exist where circumstances exist that suggest the child may be harmed if notice is given as required: New York permits a facility to delay notification of a parent or guardian under “compelling circumstances”.  


Although some states do not explicitly require that the child’s presence in a facility be reported to the parent, requirements that certain information be provided to the parent serves essentially the same function.  Nearly every state requires that written information be provided to the parent with detail as to the facility’s policies and procedures.
 



2. 
Notice to State Agency or Department


If the requisite parental consent cannot be obtained (due to the parent’s unavailability, for example), a facility will often be required to report the admission of a child to the appropriate county or state department which oversees children’s affairs or social services.  For example, Illinois requires a youth emergency shelter or youth transitional housing program to “initiate contact with the crisis intervention agency to make arrangements for an interview with the youth service provider”.  Any efforts to contact a parent, agency or other third party should be documented by the facility or program and maintained as part of the child’s records.


A few states require notification of a state department upon the admission of a child, even if the parent has been reached and notified, or in lieu of parent notification.  For instance, Arizona regulations permit a facility to notify the Arizona Department of Economic Security or the child’s parent

II.
Missing Information


Information regarding the licensing agency and notification requirements is missing or attenuated for the following twelve states:  

· District of Columbia – The “Youth Residential Facilities Licensure Act” is currently in effect; however, it could not be obtained online.  Multiple inquiries to the Department of Consumer and Regulatory Affairs, the Child and Residential Care Facilities Division and other offices within the District were unsuccessful.

· Nebraska – General provisions regarding licensure of facilities serving children address only day-care; provisions of other facilities serving children 13 years of age or older appear permissive rather than mandatory.  There is no clear provision for licensing of residential facilities of any type, other than those serving the needs of the larger homeless population.  

· New Mexico – Attempted contact with the New Mexico Children, Youth and Families Department with no success.  Exclusions set forth in Title 8, Chapter 16, Part 2 (Child Care Licensing) of the New Mexico Administrative Code suggest that regulations and licensing standards exist for 24-hour child-care facilities, but these could not be located.

· North Carolina – Unclear whether references to RHYA in the statutes adopt or implement the RHYA notification standards.

· North Dakota – The mandate of the North Dakota Department of Human Services suggests that the state may have overlooked the need for agency regulation and licensure of emergency youth shelters or other residential facilities.  However, this could not be verified as calls to the agency were not returned.

· Ohio – State website difficult to navigate: regulations found for child day-care services, but no clear references to regulation of homeless youth shelters or facilities.  Multiple calls to the Ohio Department of Job and Family Services have gone unanswered; when call, receive message that the voice mailbox of the Department is full.

· South Carolina – All laws and regulations found with respect to facilities serving children apply only to day-care facilities.  Inquiries to South Carolina Department of Social Services and its Division of Child Care Services have gone unanswered.

· Tennessee – Unclear if regulations exist that apply to homeless youth shelters or transitional living facilities; all regulations found on the state website apply to day care centers and the licensing thereof.  Contacts made at Child and Adult Care Licensing Offices have proven unfruitful; additional contacts obtained from personnel within the agency have not yet returned calls or e-mails.

· Utah – Regulations found address only day care facilities; messages left with the Utah Department of Child and Family Services unanswered.

· Vermont – No direct regulations for shelters and youths; manual found online failed to reference any state law or regulations that could be verified.  See citation in spreadsheet.

· Wyoming – Inadequate online resources available.  Unable to obtain direct contact with staff at Wyoming Department of Family Services.

State-by-State Review of Agencies and

Notification Requirements

	State
	Agency
	Governing

Law
	Key Definitions and Notification Requirements

	Alabama
	Department of Human Resources, Social Services Division


	Administrative Code, Chapter 660-5-7 (Licensing: Minimum Standards for Residential Child-Care Facilities)
	· Admission limited to those under age 19

· Parental Consent/Notification
· § 660-5-37.03 requires certain social information to be obtained prior to admission except in cases of emergency placement.  When not an emergency, this information includes “(1)(g) Copy of court custody order, and any agreement with parent, agency or person holding legal custody or having planning responsibility”.  It appears that even in an emergency situation, one of the following must be obtained:

· Placement Agreement (DHR-DFC-824) – for children who are not in the custody of DHR at the time of admission

· Must be with a parent of the child or the person (other than the parent), or agency having legal custody of the child by virtue of court order, or the agency authorized to provide out-of-home care by virtue of an agreement between parent and the agency 

· if custody by court order, must also provide copy of court order granting such custody

· if an agreement with an agency, a copy of the authorization between the agency and the parent must be included 

· Inter-Agency Agreement (DHR-DFC-823) – for children who are in the custody of DHR at the time of admission

· Must include statement regarding provision of medical, dental, etc. services and permission to participate in recreational, social, and educational activities

· Must also include a copy of most recent ISP form

· Court Order granting custody of child to the child care facility, if appropriate.

Alabama Administrative Code available online at http://www.alabamaadministrativecode.state.al.us/docs/hres/5HRES37.htm#T1. 


	Alaska
	Health & Social Services – Office of Children’s Services
	AS § 47.10.300-390 (Article 5 – Programs for Runaway Minors); AS § 47.10.392-399 (Article 6 – Shelters for Runaway Minors); AS § 47.35 – Child Care Facilities

7 AAC 50.05 - .990 (Community Care Licensing)
	· Definitions: 

· “Child” means an individual under 18 years of age. AS § 47.35.900(3)

· “Residential child care facility” means a place, staffed by employees, where one or more children who are apart from their parents receive 24-hour care on a continuing basis. AS § 47.35.900(19)

· “Licensed program for runaway minors” means a residential or nonresidential program licensed by the department under AS 47.10.310.  AS § 47.10.390(1)

· “Runaway minor” means a person under 18 years of age who (A) is habitually absent from home; or (B) refuses to accept available care.  AS § 47.10.390(2)

· “Shelter for runaways” means a private residence whose legal occupant agrees to shelter, with or without compensation, a runaway minor accepted into that residence by the legal occupant and that (A) is not simultaneously licensed under AS § 47.10.310 as a program for runaway minors; (B) has been designated a shelter for runaways by a corporation licensed for that purpose under AS § 47.35.085; and (C) has a permit issued by the department under AS § 47.35.085.   AS § 47.10.399(2)
· Parental Consent/Notification
· Notification of Admission of Runaway:  “When ... the department is notified of a child’s presence in either a program for runaway children...or a shelter for runaway children...the department shall immediately, and in no event more than 24 hours later unless prevented by lack of communication facilities, notify the parents or the person or persons having custody of the child.”  AS § 47.10.142(c) 
· No Consent Required for Initial 45 Days:  A runaway minor may maintain residency for a period not exceeding 45 days at a facility operated as part of a licensed program for runaway minors.  The minor may maintain residency without the consent of the person or agency having custody of the minor, except that if the court has ordered the minor committed to the custody of the department, written consent of the department is required.  

· Consent Required for Additional Time:  The residency may be extended for an additional period of 45 days with the written consent of the person or agency having custody of the minor.  A minor may not maintain residency beyond the 90th day following admission to a licensed program for runaway minors without the written consent of the person or agency having custody of the minor and the written consent of the department.”  AS § 47.10.320

· Notification of Release from Program:  “The director of a program for runaway minors shall promptly notify a minor’s legal custodian if the minor is released from the program into the custody of another person other than the legal custodian or a person representing the legal custodian.”  AS § 47.10.330(b)

Source: Community Care Licensing Manual, available at http://health.hss.state.ak.us/ocs/Publications/LicensingManual/Lic_Manual_FINAL_06.20.08.pdf.



	Arizona
	Arizona Department of Economic Security (Office of Licensing, Certification, and Regulation)

Department of Health Services
	Arizona Administrative Code: Title 6, Chapter 5 (Social Services), Article 74; Title 6, Chapter 18 (Licensing and Certification); Title 9, Chapter 3 (Child Care Group Homes)

A.R.S. § 41-1954 et seq
	· Licensee may not admit a person who is 18 or older, except a licensee can continue to care for an individual under age 22 who was a child in care and turned 18 while in care, as long as the individual is currently enrolled in and regularly attending a high school program or vocational training program.  Individual may not remain in care once receives high school degree or certificate of equivalency, or completes a vocational training program.  AZ Admin. Code R6-5-7438(B)

· Definitions: 
· “Child placing agency” means a person or entity that is licensed or authorized to receive children for care, maintenance, or placement in a foster home.   AZ Admin. Code R6-5-7401(10)

· “Facility” or “residential group care facility” means a living environment operated by a child welfare agency, where children are in the care of adults unrelated to the children, 24 hours per day (with certain exclusions). AZ Admin. Code R6-5-7401(25)

· “Shelter care facility” means an agency facility that receives children for temporary out-of-home care, 24 hours per day, when children request care, or are placed in care by a placing agency, a law enforcement agency, a parent, a guardian, or a court. AZ Admin. Code R6-5-7401(66)

· “Transitional program” means services provided to a child who is being emancipated as an adult, or a person who has reached the age of 18 and is considered an adult as a matter of law, in order to assist the child or person in becoming independent. AZ Admin. Code R6-5-7401(74)

· “Young adult” means an individual, age 16 to 21, who has been assessed an determined to be appropriate for preparation for adult self-sufficiency. AZ Admin. Code R6-5-7401(78)

· Parental Consent/Notification – 
· Residential Group Care Facilities
· Written Agreement, Court Order or Consent Required:  In order to admit a child under non-emergency circumstances, the licensee must have at or prior to admission:  (a) written agreement with the child’s placing agency; (b) court order; or (c) written consent of child’s custodial parent or guardian.  AZ Admin. Code R6-5-7438(E)(3)

· Consent for Medical Care:  At or prior to admission, licensee must obtain written consent of placing agency or person for the licensee to authorize routine medical and dental procedures.  AZ Admin. Code R6-5-7438(E)(6)

· At time of admission, the licensee must provide the placing agency or person with reasonable opportunity to participate in the admission and intake decisions.  AZ Admin. Code R6-5-7438(E)(2)

· Emergency Placement: In an emergency situation that requires immediate placement, the licensee must gather as much information as possible and record this information in the child’s record, within two days of admission, as an emergency admission notation, and keep an emergency admission record with minimum information (physical health, family history, educational background, legal status, and statement of need for care).  AZ Admin. Code R6-5-7438(F)

· Shelter Care Facilities
· Must generally comply with all requirements for residential group care facilities.

· Notification of Department of Economic Security or Guardian:  In addition, if the child self-refers to a shelter care facility, the licensee must, within 24 hours of child’s arrival:  (a) notify the Department of Economic Security or the child’s guardian and (b) document the placing agency or person’s consent for the child’s continued placement in a written agreement with the placing agency or person, or by obtaining a court order.

· Consent for Medical Care:  Licensee need not obtain all medical information and consents prior to or at the child’s admission, but must document attempts to obtain medical consents from placing agency or person within two days of admission.



	Arkansas
	Child Welfare Licensing Agency (Review Board)


	Child Welfare Licensing Act, Ark. Code Ann. 9-28-401 et seq.
	· Admission to residential child care facilities only available for those under 18 years of age at time of admission

· Definitions: 

· “Residential child care facility” means “any child welfare agency that provides care, training, education, custody or supervision on a 24 hour basis for six or more unrelated minors”

· “Emergency residential child care facility” means “any child welfare agency that provides twenty-four (24) hour custodial care for six or more unrelated children on an emergency basis, not to exceed ninety (90) days.  All regular residential agencies qualify as emergency shelters.”  

· Parental Consent/Notification
· Consent to Placement:  “The child placement agency shall obtain written authority from the parent(s), guardian(s), or court before placement, or within 72 hours if an emergency placement.”  AS § 100.11(5)

Source: Minimum Licensing Standards for Child Welfare Agencies, Child Welfare Agency Review Board & Arkansas Department of Health and Human Services, Division of Children and Family Services, available at http://www.arkansas.gov/dhs/chilnfam/PUB-04%20(Final)%20Aug%2014,06.pdf



	California
	Community Care Licensing Division (CCLD), Department of Social Services
	CA Code of Regulations, Title 22, Div. 6, Chs. 1, 5, 7
	· No admission to group homes for children under 6, unless facility is licenses for that age group and meets further regulatory requirements.  CA Code of Reg., Title 22, Div. 6, Ch. 5, § 84000(b)

· Definitions: 

· “Child” means a person who is under 18 years of age. Ch. 1, Art. 1 § 80001(6)

· “Group Home” means any facility of any capacity which provides 24-hour care and supervision to children in a structured environment, with such services provided at least in part by staff employed by the licensee.  Ch. 1, Art. 1 § 80001(g)(1)

· “Minor parent program” means a group home program that serves pregnant minors and minor parents with children younger than six years of age, who are dependents of the court, nondependents, voluntary and/or regional center placements, and reside in a group home with the minor parent, who is the primary caregiver of the young child.  Ch. 5 § 84001(a)(5)
· Parental Consent/Notification
· At admission: Ch. 5 § 80068(b)(4)

· an admission agreement must be completed and signed; and

· the administrator or designee and the child and/or his/her authorized representative must sign copies of removal and/or discharge policies and procedures, discipline policies and procedures, and the complaint procedures.

· Licensee must notify child’s authorized representative no later than next working day if any of the following occur without the authorized representative’s participation: (a) child placed in a facility under emergency circumstances; (b) child removed from facility; (c) if child placed in manual restraints.  Ch. 5 § 84061(b)

· Notification of Relocation:  Must provide prior written notification to child’s authorized representative regarding the need for non-emergency relocation of the child to another facility.  Ch. 5 § 84061(c) 

· Notification of Failure to Attend School:  Must notify child’s authorized representative if child is not enrolled in or regularly attending school.  Ch. 5 § 84061(d)

· Consent for Medical Care: Consent recommended to permit authorization of medical care.  Ch. 1 § 80075(k)(4)

· Transitional Housing Program - appears that only an admission agreement is required 86068.1(b)(3)

Source: Department of Social Services Residential Regulations, http://www.dss.cahwnet.gov/ord/PG295.htm; California DSS Manual, CCL, Manual Letter No. CCL-00-01, available at  http://www.cdss.ca.gov/ord/PG295.htm.



	Colorado
	Child Care Licensing, division of Colorado Department of Human Services
	12 CCR 2509-8, Rule Manual Volume 7
	· Definitions: 
· “Homeless youth shelter” means a facility that, in addition to other services it may provide, provides services and temporary shelter for a period of three days or more to homeless youth.  12 CCR 2509-8 Rule Manual Vol. 7 Rule 7.715.12(A).

· “Homeless youth” means a youth who is at least 15 years of age but is less than 18 years of age and meets the statutory definition of a homeless youth pursuant to Section 26-5.7-102(2) C.R.S.

· “Residential child care facility (RCCF)” shall provide 24-hour residential group care and treatment for five or more children, between the ages of 3 and 16 years old and for child from 16-18 years old and for those persons to 21 years old who are placed by court order prior to their 18th birthday.  A residential child care facility shall offer opportunities for a variety of services that can be used selectively in accordance with an individual plan for each child.  A residential child care facility is operated under private, public or nonprofit sponsorship.  12 CCR 2509-8 Rule Manual Vol. 7 Rule 7.705.1.  Further, a facility may provide shelter or 24-hour emergency care for children in need of short-term placement resulting from such circumstances as child abuse or running away from home.  CCR Rule 7.705.81(A).  
· “Shelter care facilities” are residential child care facilities which accept only children for emergency care.  12 CCR 2509-8 Rule Manual Vol. 7 Rule 7.705.81(A).  Generally, maximum of 60 days’ stay; no more than 90 days.  (C)
· Parental Consent/Notification
· Homeless Youth Shelters:

· Information to be Provided to Parent:  Within 48 hours following admission (except weekends and legal holidays), director of the shelter must provide the youth and the youth’s parent with a written statement identifying:  12 CCR 2509-8 Rule Manual Vol. 7 Rule 7.715.43(G).  

· availability of counseling services;

· availability of longer term residential arrangements; and

· possibility of referral to the county department.

· Placement Agreement:  Within 2 weeks of admission, a placement agreement shall be developed with the involvement of the youth and, if possible, the youth’s parent or legal guardian (if not included, record reasons for exclusion).  12 CCR 2509-8 Rule Manual Vol. 7 Rule 7.715.43(G).  Agreement must include:

· discussion of expectations regarding family contact, reconciliation, involvement, goals of care, etc.;

· roles and responsibilities of agencies and persons involved;

· legal status or custody of youth; and

· state form, if youth placed by county department of social services.

· Non-Emergency Residential Care Placement:
· Information to be Provided to Parent:  Facility must provide a written description of admission policies and criteria to referring agencies and parents or guardians of any child referred for placement.
· Placement Agreement:  Must be developed with involvement of child, parents or guardians and representative of the placing agency (if not including any of these parties, must document why excluded).  12 CCR 2509-8 Rule Manual Vol. 7 Rule 7.714.2(G).  Such agreement shall address at least:
· discussion of parties’ expectations, including family contact, goals of care, specialized services;
· policy and procedures regarding restraints in emergency situations;
· roles and responsibilities of all agencies and persons involved;
· written authorization for care and treatment of the child;
· written authorization to obtain routine medical and dental care for the child and to obtain emergency medical and dental care;
· legal status or custody of child; and the
· state form, if applicable due to placement of child by county department.
· Emergency Shelter Care Placement:
· At time of placement, facility must obtain information which includes the name and authority of the person bringing the child to the facility and the reason for placement.  12 CCR 2509-8 Rule Manual Vol. 7 Rule 7.705.82(A).  Other information must be recorded as it becomes available.
· Consent for Medical Care: The next working day following emergency placement, the facility must obtain from the county department of social services or the parent or guardian a signed, written authorization to obtain medical care for the child.  12 CCR 2509-8 Rule Manual Vol. 7 Rule 7.705.82(A).


	Connecticut
	Department of Children and Families
	
	· Definitions: 

· “Child-care facility” means a congregate residential setting for the out-of-home placement of children or youth under eighteen years of age, licensed by the department of children and families.  Agency Regulations § 17a-145-48(a) 
· “Youth” means any person sixteen or seventeen years of age.  § 17a-11-5(h)
· Parental Consent/Notification
· Notice of Admission:  Runaway youth may be taken into custody by a police officer with sole written consent of the youth; the officer must transport the youth to a facility that offers services to runaway youth – the facility is required to inform the youth’s guardian of the youth’s presence at the facility within 12 hours, if practicable.

· Consent to Mental Health Services:  “Parental or guardian consent is required prior to the provision of mental health services, except when a child or youth seeks services pursuant to section 19a-14c of the Connecticut General Statutes.”  §17a-11-10. 

· Under RHYA (Runaway and Homeless Youth Act), youth can enter basic centers (15-day emergency shelters), transitional living programs, or street outreach program without parental consent, but the program must contact parents within 72 hours.



	Delaware
	Delaware Department of Services for Children, Youth and Their Families (Division of Family Services)
	DC Title 31, Chapter 3, Para. 341-344
	· Definitions: 

· “Child means...a person who has not reached 18 years of age...[or]a person in a facility or program who becomes 18 years of age while residing in the facility or program, and who has not attained the age of 25.” §1.10

· “Residential child care facility means any facility that provides out-of-home, 24-hour care, protection and supervision for children who have either: behavioral dysfunctions; developmental, emotional, mental or physical impairments; or chemical dependencies.” Delacare: Requirements for Residential Child Care Facilities and Day Treatment Programs, § 1.04

· “Shelter Care Facility means a residential child care facility that provides temporary or emergency care for children for a period of time that does not exceed 30 consecutive calendar days, except as provided for in Requirement 6.04.” § 1.04(c)

· “Transitional Care Facility means a residential child care facility that provides care for 12 or fewer adolescents for the purpose of preparing them to live as self-sufficient adults.” § 1.04(d)
· Parental Consent/Notification
· The facility must ensure that the child, the child’s parents/legal guardian, and the referring agency or any other appropriate party are provided with reasonable opportunity to participate in the facility or program’s admission process.  §3.43

· “Where the involvement of the child’s parent in the admission process is neither possible nor desirable, the licensee shall record the reasons for exclusion in the admission records.” § 3.44

· Written Admission Agreement: the facility shall develop, adopt, follow and maintain on file a written admission agreement with the parents, legal guardian or referring agency, which shall be signed by all parties and include:

· basis for admission

· service or treatment goals

· specific services or treatment to be provided

· religious orientation and practices of the child

· roles and responsibilities of the licensee and all persons and agencies involved with the child and his or her family

· authorization to provide services to the child

· authorization to provide or obtain routine medical care for the child

· authorization to provide emergency medical or surgical care for the child

· authorization to enable the child to participate in recreational and out-of-state activities § 3.47
· Information to be Provided to Parents:
· operational rules of the facility
· policies governing visiting, telephone use, and other forms of communication with family, friends, and other persons important to the child
· religious orientation and practices observed by the licensee
· description of services and activities provided
· description of licensee’s behavior management policies and procedures
· grievance policies and procedures
· name of child’s service worker
· information on how to obtain a copy of these requirements, and on reporting any suspected violations thereof
· the child’s service plan §3.48
· Emergency Placement: If the child is admitted on an emergency basis, the involvement of parents in admission, the above requirements must be met within 5 consecutive business days. § 3.46



	District of 

  Columbia
	Department of Consumer and Regulatory Affairs and the Child and Residential Care Facilities Division
	Youth Residential Facilities Licensure Act of 1986, D.C. Official Code § 7-2101 et seq
	· Definition: 

· “Youth residential facility” is “a residential placement providing adult supervision and care for 1 or more children who are not related by blood, marriage, guardianship, or adoption (including both final and non-final adoptive placements) to any of the facility’s adult caregivers and who were found to be in need of a specialized living arrangement as the result of  [(i) – (ii) certain hearings]…(iii) Family crisis, homelessness, runaway status, or other circumstances…”  D.C. Code §7-2101(9)(A)

Could not obtain access to Youth Residential Facilities Licensure Act online.  Must contact Residential Care Facilities Division Directly.

	Florida
	Department of Children and Family Services
	Florida Administrative Code § 65C-12.001 et seq
	· Definitions: 
· “Emergency Shelter” means a placement licensed by the department for the temporary care of a child who is alleged to be or found to be dependent, pending a court disposition before or after adjudication, or awaiting placement after court disposition. § 65C-12.001(10)
· Parental Consent/Notification
· Voluntary placement by a parent into emergency shelter is permitted if the placement for less than 72 hours, but attempts must be made to drawn upon other resources (i.e. adult relatives, church or civic groups). § 65C-12.009(1)

· Forms Completed by Parents:  Facility operators must obtain enrollment information from the child’s custodial parent or legal guardian prior to accepting a child into care, documented on CF-FSP Form 5219 or an equivalent form containing all same information §65C-22-.006

· Information to be Provided to Parents:  Facility must have a signed statement that it has provided the following information to parents:

· DCFS child care facility brochure, CF/PI 175-24, March 2002

· Child care facility’s written disciplinary practices  §65C-22-.006



	Georgia
	Georgia Department of Human Resources, Division of Family and Children Services
	Georgia Code § 49-5-1 et seq.; Rules 290-2-5-.01 et seq.
	· Definitions: 
· “Child caring institution” means a child-welfare agency that is any institution, society, agency, or facility, whether incorporated or not, which either primarily or incidentally provides full-time care for children through 18 years of age outside of their own homes, subject to such exceptions as may be provided in rules and regulations of the Board of Human Resources.  This full-time care is referred to as room, board and watchful oversight.  For purposes of these rules, a child caring institution means any institution, society, agency, or facility that provides such care to six or more children.  Rules and Regulations for Child Caring Institutions Rule 290-2-5-.03(e) 
· “Custodian” not defined in Rules.
· Parental Consent/Notification
· Pre-Admission Information to Custodian: Before admission, the facility must: (Rule 290-2-5-.09(2)(b))

· provide information to the custodian about the services, environment, age ranges and behavioral characteristics of the other children in placement; and

· maintain signed documentation from the custodian that they have received and considered the information provided regarding pre-placement assessment (the ability of institution to meet needs of child) and have determined that the placement environment is appropriate and does not represent an undue risk to the health and safety of the child or children being placed.

· Written placement agreement must be completed and developed with the involvement of the child, parents or guardians, or placing agency representative and signed by all parties.  Rule 290-2-5-.09(d)(2).  This agreement must include:

· written authorization to care for the child;

· written authorization to obtain medical care for the child;

· written summary of discussions among the child and the parents or guardians, or placing agency, and the institution’s Human Service Professional regarding basic care and any specialized services to be provided, etc.

· Information to be Provided: Must provide a written description of the institution to the child, the parent or guardian, or placing agency, which includes: 

· institution’s program and purpose;

· description of service planning and normal daily routines of children; 

· description of health services and how illness, injury and emergencies are handled;

· policies and procedures for behavior management and grievances; 

· policies and procedures for visiting hours and outside communications;

· names and telephone numbers of child’s designated Human Services Professional and primary Child Care Worker; and

· schedule of fees if placement not done under a Purchase of Service Agreement.  Rule 290-2-5-.09(2)(e).

· Emergency Placement: If child admitted under emergency circumstances, the above information must be obtained from the referring persons or entities within 72 hours.  Rule 290-2-5-.09(2)(f).



	Hawaii
	Department of Human Services
	Administrative Rules, Title 17 (Department of Human Services)
	· Definitions: 

· “Child-caring institution” or “institution” means any institution other than an institution of the State or its political subdivision, maintained for the purpose of receiving six or more children, not of common parents, for the care and maintenance apart from the children’s parents or guardians on a twenty-four hour basis for monetary payment. §17-894-1

· “Children” means persons under eighteen years of age. §17-894-1

· “Emergency shelter home” means a licensed family home or group care facility where temporary care, apart from parents or caretakers is provided abused, neglected, or other dependent children in need of emergency care and protection on a twenty-four hour emergency basis until more suitable plans are made for the children.” §17-833-2
· Parental Consent/Notification
· Placement Agreements: 

· There must be a written agreement between the institution and parents or legal guardian denoting consent by parents to guardian to the placement §17-894-24(d)

· There must also be a written agreement between the institution and the parents or legal guardian regarding medical care to be given each child, the method of payment, and consent for medical and hospital care  § 17-894-24(e)

  

	Idaho
	Idaho Department of Health and Welfare
	
	· Definitions: 

· “Child” means an individual less than eighteen (18) years of age, synonymous with juvenile or minor IDAPA § 16.06.02(010)(04)

· “Shelter Care” means the temporary or emergency out-of-home care of children in a foster home or residential facility IDAPA § 16.06.02(010)(41)

· “Transitional Living” means living arrangements and aftercare services for children, or as continued care, to gain experience living on their own in a supportive and supervised environment prior to emancipation IDAPA § 16.06.02(010)(45)
· Parental Consent/Notification
· Consent for Medical Care: “Written authorization shall be obtained from the parent, guardian or court of jurisdiction to obtain and provide routine medical care, emergency medical and surgical care, and mental health care for the child.  IDAPA § 16.06.02(562)

  

	Illinois
	Department of Children and Family Services
	Parts 409-410 of Title 89 (Social Services), Chapter III (Department of Children and Family Services), Subchapter e (Requirements for Licensure)


	· Definition: 
· “Youth emergency shelter” means “a licensed youth emergency shelter which provides shelter care services, including overnight shelter, to youth from 14 to 18 years of age and their children and which may provide overnight shelter to persons up to age 21.  An emergency shelter which provides overnight shelter to persons under 18 years of age may not shelter persons over age 21 and their children.” Title 89, Ch. III, Subchapter e § 410.20
· “Youth transitional housing programs” means “a licensed program that provides shelter or housing, [sic] and services to partially emancipated homeless minors who are at least 16 but less than 18 years of age for whom the Department does not have custody or guardianship.” Title 89, Ch. III, Subch. e, § 409.20
· Parental Notification 

· Notification of Admission:  If resident is under 18 and is not an emancipated minor, shelter must notify the youth’s parents or legal guardians within 24 hours of arrival and attempt to obtain written or oral permission for the continued placement of the youth in the shelter if the parent or guardian is unwilling or unable to effect the youth’s immediate return home (notice can be delayed under compelling circumstances, such as danger of physical injury or sexual abuse by parent or guardian).

· Must obtain parental consent before fifth night of shelter is provided within 30-day period.

· Oral permission must be witnessed by two persons age 21 or over and must be documented in writing.

· Shelter staff must make “good faith effort” to contact parent/guardian (i.e. shall call number provided by youth and shall check with directory assistance), and shall document such efforts.

· If parent/guardian cannot be reached or the same refuses to grant permission for youth to remain at the shelter, the shelter staff must ask the local community-based youth service agency to file a petition in juvenile court alleging the youth is a minor requiring authoritative intervention (MRAI) to initiate a hearing on the matter within 21 days of first day of acceptance of the youth into the shelter (and during the waiting period prior to the hearing, the youth may remain in the shelter of his or her own volition with consent of administrator; court must grant permission for youth to remain while court completes proceedings).

· Crisis Intervention Agency Notification – within 48 hours of resident’s arrival, staff must initiate contact with the crisis intervention agency to make arrangements for an interview with the youth service provider; such efforts shall be documented by shelter staff



	Indiana
	Department of Child Services
	
	· Definitions: 

· “Child” means a person under the age of 18.

· “Shelter Care Facility” means a place of residence licensed under the laws of any state, other than a secure facility, which is not locked to prevent a child’s departure unless the administrator determines that locking is necessary to protect the child’s health.
· Parental Consent/Notification
· Notification of Admission:  “The child caring institution shall document efforts to notify the parent, guardian, or placing agency as applicable of the admission of the child within 24 hours of the child’s admission, if possible.  If the parent cannot be located, the shelter shall notify the local child protection service within 24 hours.” 465 IAC § 2-10-40(e)

·  “The child caring institution shall have and make written notation of the following information at the time of admission....(3) Indication of whether the parent or guardian has been notified.” 465 IAC § 2-10-40(b) 

· Written Placement Agreement: the institution shall have a written placement agreement with the placing agency or placing parent or guardian which includes at least the following:

· authorization to care for the child;

· provision for treatment plan reviews, if applicable;

· financial plan for payment of care and services covered; and

· permission for the child caring institution to seek routine and emergency medical, surgical and hospital care.  465 IAC § 2-10-41



	Iowa
	Department of Human Services
	Iowa Code Chapters 237, 232; Iowa Administrative Code Chapter 441 (DHS)
	· Definitions: 

· “Child” in the context of child development homes or child care centers/facilities, means either an individual 12 years of age or younger or an individual aged 13 to 18 with a developmental disability.  IAC 441-109.1(237A).  For purposes of application of any statutes or administrative provisions regulating juvenile justice (Iowa Code Chapter 232), “child” or “juvenile” means an individual under the age of 18.

· “Chronic runaway” means a child reported to law enforcement as a runaway more than once in any 30-day period or 3 or more times in any year.  Iowa Code § 232.2(6A).

· “Comprehensive residential facility” means a facility which provides care and treatment for children who are unable to live in a family situation due to social, emotional, or physical disabilities and who require varying degrees of supervision as indicated in the individual treatment plan.  IAC 441-115.2(237)

· “Shelter care” means the temporary care of a child in a physically unrestricting facility at any time between a child’s initial contact with juvenile authorities and the final judicial disposition of the child’s care.  Iowa Code § 232.2(50).

· Parental Consent/Notification
· When a child self-refers, the facility must notify the parents, guardian or juvenile court as soon as possible, but in any even within 48 hours after admission occurs.  IAC 441-105.6(3).  Notification should include reasons for admission.  Iowa Code § 232.20(2).  

· Shelter care may be provided for a maximum of 48 hours without oral or written court order.  Iowa Code § 232.21(4).

· Admitted child should be accompanied by a placement agreement, which must include:  IAC 441-105.17(f)

· authorization for the facility to accept the child; 

· the terms of payment for care; 

· a medical release authorizing emergency medical and surgical treatment, including the administration of anesthesia; 

· all releases and authorizations shall be signed by a parent or legal guardian; and

· all court orders affecting custody or guardianship of the child.



	Kansas
	Kansas Department of Health and Environment
	
	· Definitions: 

· “Child” means each individual under 16 years of age  K.A.R 28-4-268(b)

· “Child care facility” means (A) a facility maintained by a person who has control or custody of one or more children under 16 years of age, unattended by parent or guardian, or the purpose of providing the children with food or lodging, or both, except children in the custody of the secretary of social and rehabilitative services...” K.S.A. 6-503(c)(1) 
· “Emergency shelter” means residential care and protection not to exceed 30 days.  K.A.R. 28-4-268(g)

· “Residential care” means 24-hour care.  K.A.R. 28-4-268(s)

· “Residential center” means a non-secure facility which provides residential care for more than 10 residents unrelated to the caregivers, and includes emergency shelters and maternity homes.  K.A.R. 28-4-268(t)

· “Temporary care” means residential care not to exceed 90 days.  K.A.R. 28-4-268(u)
· Parental Consent/Notification
· Consent for Medical Care: Each child’s record must include “consent for emergency medical treatment signed by a parent or legal guardian or other person authorized by statute to consent as custodian” K.A.R. 28-4-272(2)(C)

· “Each facility shall have on file at the facility for each child: (A) written permission of the parent, guardian, or legal custodian for emergency medical treatment on a form that meets the requirements of the hospital or clinic where emergency medical care will be given” K.A.R. 28-4-127(b)(1) except that “[r]esidential facilities providing emergency care shall be exempt from K.A.R. 28-4-127(b)(1)(A).”  K.A.R. 28-4-127(b)(2).

  

	Kentucky
	Cabinet for Health and Family Services
	Kentucky Administrative Regulations, Title 992

Kentucky Revised Statutes, Chapter 199
	· Definitions: 

· “Child” means any person who has not reached his eighteenth birthday.  KRS 199.011(4)

· “Child-caring facility” means any institution or group home, including institutions and group homes that are publicly operated, providing residential care on a twenty-four hour basis to children, not related by blood, adoption, or marriage to the person maintaining the facility, other than an institution or group home certified by an appropriate agency as operated primarily for educational or medical purposes, or a residential program operated or contracted by the Department of Juvenile Justice.  KRS 199.011(6)
· Parental Consent/Notification
· Placement Agreement: The child-caring facility shall have a written placement agreement with the child’s custodian.  922 K.A.R. 1:300 § 7(d)

· Consent for Medical Care: Written consent must be obtained for emergency and routine medical care.  922 K.A.R. 1:300 § 7(g)

· Information to be Provided: Written information regarding rights, responsibilities and services to the child and custodian prior to admission.  922 K.A.R. 1:300 § 7(h)

	Louisiana
	Licensing Bureau, Department of Social Services
	10-148 Chapter 8, Rules for the Licensure of Shelters for Homeless Children


	· Definitions: 

· “Child residential facility” means any place, facility or home operated by an institution, society, agency, corporation, person or persons or any other group to provide full-time care (24 hour residential care) for 7 or more children under the age of 18 years who are not related to the operators, and whose parents or guardians are not residents of the same facility, with or without transfer of custody.

· “Emergency shelter” means a person, group, or organization operating one or more facilities established for the purpose of providing 24-hour emergency shelter care on a regular basis to children under age 18.  Children shall not be retained more than 45 days in this care; may be two renewals of 30 days each by written agreement between the emergency shelter and placing party.

· “Transitional youth residence” means any communal or supervised independent living arrangement existing for the primary purpose of providing care for at least 2 but less than 20 youths living in individualized apartment units, alone or jointly with other youths, under the supervision, custody or control, directly or indirectly, of the state.

· Parental Consent/Notification
· Class A Child Residential Care Facility: a provider of care may only accept children for placement within the program from the parent(s), legal guardians, custodial agency or court of competent jurisdiction § 1915(A)(2)

· Class B Child Residential Care Facility: “The provider shall, when applicable, have policies and procedures governing self-admission.  Such policies and procedures shall include procedures for notification, as appropriate, of the legally responsible person.” §7965(A)(2)  Further, “[p]roper consents shall be obtained before admission.”  § 7965(A)(6) A placement agreement should be entered into by the client and his/her legally responsible person.  § 7965(D)

· Transitional Youth Residence: written service agreement must be completed and signed prior to placement.  § 6243(A)

· Emergency Shelter: written placement agreement must be entered into between agency, child and/or child’s parents or placement agency, providing for (among other items), authorization for the facility to care for the child pursuant to its written policies and authorization for the facility to obtain medical care for the child.  III.A.2.



	Maine
	Department of Health and Human Services


	
	· Definitions: 

· “Child” means any person who has not attained the age of 18.  10-148 Ch. 8 § 2(C)

· “Children’s home” means any residence maintained exclusively or in part for the board and car of one or more children under the age of eighteen by anyone other than a relative by blood, marriage or adoption, with certain exclusions.  10-148 Ch. 8 § 2(D)

· “emergency shelter” means a children’s home which operates to receive children twentyfour hours a day and which limits placement to 30 consecutive days or less  10-148 Ch. 8 § 2(F)

· “Facility” means a shelter for homeless children, any person licensed to provide shelter for homeless children, or a person applying for licensure to provide shelter for homeless children.  10-148 Ch. 8 § 2(G)

· “Residential Child Care Facility” means any children’s home which provides board and care for one or more children on a regular, twenty-four hour a day residential basis and as further defined in MRSA 68101(4).  Shall not mean a family foster home, specialized children’s home, or an emergency shelter facility.  10-148 Ch. 8 § 2(N)

· “Shelter for homeless children” means an emergency shelter designed to provide for the overnight lodging and supervision of children ten years of age or older for no more than thirty consecutive overnights.  10-148 Ch. 8 § 2(P)
· Parental Consent/Notification 

· Notification of Admission: “The facility shall make good faith efforts to notify a guardian by telephone within three hours of accepting the child for overnight admission.  If unsuccessful, the facility shall notify the guardian by mail on the day following admission.  If the guardian cannot be reached by telephone or mail, the facility shall notify the Department of Human Services in accordance with the mandatory reporting law, 22 MRSA § 4011 et seq.” 10-148 Ch. 8 § 5(a)

· Exceptions to Notification Requirements: “The facility may admit the child without notifying the guardian in accordance with subsection a if: (i) the child seeking admission indicates that notification of the guardian may result in harm to the child, provided that the facility makes an immediate referral to the Department of Human Services; or (ii) the child requests in writing that the guardian not be notified and the child has not stayed in the facility on more than three previous occasions.”  10-148 Ch. 8 § 5(b)

· Before permitting the child to stay a fourth night, the notification procedures of § 5(a) or (b)(i) must be followed by the facility.  10-148 Ch. 8 § 5(c)



	Maryland
	Department of Human Resources
	
	Parental Consent/Notification

Under RHYA (Runaway and Homeless Youth Act), youth can enter basic centers (15-day emergency shelters), transitional living programs, or street outreach program without parental consent, but the program must contact parents within 72 hours

	Massachusetts
	Office of Child Care Services


	102 CMR 3.00 (Standards for the Licensure or Approval of Residential Programs Serving Children and Teen Parents)
	· Definitions: 

· “Child” means any person under the age of 18 for all or part of a calendar year.  103 CMR 3.02(1)

· “Temporary shelter” means care and services provided to a child on a regular 24 hour a day basis for a period not to exceed 45 days or in the case of placement in a secure detention facility, not to exceed 90 days.  103 CMR 3.02(1)
· Parental Consent/Notification
· Placement Agreement: Facility must have and execute a written agreement with a placement agency, purchaser of services, or parent/guardian as required by 102 CMR 3.05(2)(d)  - 103 CMR 3.03(14)

· Notification of Placement: “Each licensee who provides care for residents for more than 72 hours shall have a written plan for family work which shall include establishing a professional relationship and maintaining regular contact with each resident’s family for the purposes of: (1) notifying the family of the child’s whereabouts and obtaining any necessary parental consent...” 103 CMR 3.06(2)(a)

  

	Michigan
	Department of Human Services
	
	Parental Consent/Notification
Under RHYA (Runaway and Homeless Youth Act), youth can enter basic centers (15-day emergency shelters), transitional living programs, or street outreach program without parental consent, but the program must contact parents within 72 hours 



	Minnesota
	Department of Human Services
	Minnesota Administrative Rules, Chapter 2960 (Licensure and Certification of Certain Programs for Children)
	· Definitions: 

· “Adolescent” means an individual under 18 years of age, defined as a child under M.S. § 260C.007(4)  - M.S. § 2960.0020(2).

· “Residential program” means a program that provides 24-hour-a-day care, supervision, food, lodging, rehabilitation, training, education, habilitation, or treatment for a resident outside of the resident’s home.  M.S. § 2960.0020(62)

· “Shelter care services” means a residential program offering short-term, time-limited placements of 90 days or less to residents who are in a behavioral or situational crisis and need out-of-home placement.  M.S. § 2960.0020(70)
· Parental Consent/Notification
· “Upon or within five working days after admission, the license holder must obtain and document the information in items A and B to the extent permitted by law: (A) legal authority for resident placement; and (B) in collaboration with the placing agency [certain information to go into resident’s file]...”  M.S. § 2960.0070(3)

  

	Mississippi
	Department of Human Services, Division of Family and Children Services, Licensure
	Residential Child Notification Act, MS Code 1972, §§ 43-16-1 – 43-16-23
	· Definitions: 

· “Child care facility” means a place that provides shelter and personal care for six or more children who are not related within the third degree computed according to the civil law to the operator and who are under thirteen years of age, for any part of the twenty-four-hour day, whether that place is organized or operated for profit or not.  § 43-20-5(a)

· “Child” means a person who has not reached the age of eighteen years or who has not otherwise been legally emancipated § 43-16-3(a)

· “Child residential home” means any place, facility or home operated by any person which receives children who are not related to the operators and whose parents or guardians are not residents of the same facility for supervision, care, lodging and maintenance for twenty-four hours a day, with or without transfer of custody. §43-16-3(b)
· Parental Consent/Notification
· Administrative rules require parents or guardians of children residing at the residential home to approve the home’s written discipline policy, “if possible”.  Unclear to what extent each home must attempt to obtain parental approval of such policy, or if any other consents or notifications are required.  MSDH Regulations, Title 15, Subpart 55, Chapter 3 § 107

  

	Missouri
	Department of Social Services, Children’s Division and Division of Family Services, Residential Program Unit
	13 CSR 40-71.010 et seq.
	· Definitions: 

· “Child” means any individual under 18 years of age or in the custody of the Division of Family Services of the Department of Social Services of the State of Missouri.  13 CSR 40-71.010(2).

· “Homeless child” or “homeless youth” shall mean a person less than twenty-one years of age who lacks a fixed, regular and adequate nighttime residence, including a child or youth who, among other things, has a primary nighttime residence that is a public or private space not designed for or ordinarily used as a regular sleeping accommodation, is living in parks, cars, public spaces, abandoned buildings, or similar settings, is a migratory child or youth.  M.R.S. § 167.020(1)

· “Residential care agency” means an agency providing 24-hour care and treatment to children who are unrelated to the person operating the agency, and who are unattended by a parent or guardian.  13 CSR 40-71.010(10)

· “Residential care facility” means a facility providing 24-hour care in a group setting to children who are unrelated to the person operating the facility and who are unattended by a parent or guardian.  § 210.481(10) RSMo 1993.

· “Transitional living services” are services provided to older adolescents that combine life skills training with opportunities to practice same.  The goal of such services is to prepare the youth for successful adult living in the community upon their discharge from residential care.
· Parental Consent/Notification
· Non-emergency admission – complete the following before a child is admitted: 

· complete admission assessment, which includes parent’s or legal guardian’s expectations for placement, family involvement and duration of child’s stay in care

· written placement agreement completed with child’s parents or guardian, including authorization to care for child and medical consent form signed by an authorized parent or legal guardian 

· information about agency must be discussed with parent and guardian, and written material must be provided which includes rules regarding visits, mail, gifts, calls, discipline, religious training, and recreational activities

· copy or summary of the service plan must be provided to parent and guardian and, if appropriate, the child (initially developed within 72 hours; written plan developed within 15 days of admission)

· Emergency admission: complete the above requirements for non-emergency admission within 5 days of admission.  13 CSR 40-71.060(1)(C)(1)(B)

Source: Rules for Licensing Child Care Agencies, booklet obtained directly from DSS, Residential Program Unit (not currently available online), and other Rules of Department of Social Services, available at http://www.sos.mo.gov/adrules/csr/current/13csr/13csr.asp.



	Montana
	Department of Public Health and Human Services, Office of Public Assistance and Quality Assurance
	Administrative Rules of the State of Montana 37.91.101 et seq.
	· Definitions: 

· “Child” or “Youth” means any person under the age of 18 years, without regard to sex or emancipation, except in regard to age requirements under Montana Medicaid programs which allow for participation of youth up to the age of 21 years.  ARM 37.97.102(1)(a)

· “Child care agency” means any youth care facility in which substitute care is provided to 13 or more children.  ARM 37.97.102(1)(f)

· “Maternity home” means a youth care facility which provides for the care and maintenance of minor girls and adult women during pregnancy, childbirth, and postnatal periods.  ARM 37.97.102(1)(h)

· “Youth care facility” means a licensed facility in which substitute care is provided to youth and includes youth foster homes, youth group homes, youth shelter care facilities, therapeutic youth group homes, and child care agencies.  ARM 37.97.102(1)(c)

· “Youth group home” means a youth care facility in which substitute care is provided to seven to 12 children or youth. ARM 37.97.102(1)(e)

·  “Youth shelter care facility” means a youth care facility which regularly receives children under temporary conditions until the court, probation office, the department, or other appropriate social agency has made other provisions for their care.  ARM 37.97.102(1)(g)
· Parental Consent/Notification
· Consent or Court Order: Records must include, among other things, a copy of the court order, parental agreement, consent decree or consent adjustment authorizing the child’s placement and any other pertinent court action concerning the child.  ARM 37.97.216(2)(a)

· Referrals to a child care agency may only be accepted from parents or authorized agencies.  37.97.201(2)(d)

· Case plan must be developed and the child care agency, referring party, the child and his/her family must have an understanding of the placement goals, mutual responsibilities and privileges.  ARM 37.97.202(4)

· Youth Group Homes:

· Written placement agreement required prior to admission of child to a youth group home; however, the agreement must be entered into with the placing agency (not the parents).  ARM 37.97.526

·  Consent for Medical Care: Records must contain consent forms signed by the parents or guardian prior to placement allowing the youth group home to authorize all necessary medical care, routine tests, immunization and emergency medical or surgical treatment. ARM 37.97.528(1)(j)

· Shelter Care Facilities

· Placement agreement shall be entered into with the placing agency within 5 days of admission.  ARM 37.97.842(1).

· Consent for Medical Care: Within 72 hours of youth’s placement, the provider must take steps to obtain, among other things, consent forms signed by the parents or guardian prior to the youth’s admission to the youth shelter care facility allowing the provider to authorize all necessary medical care, routine tests, immunization and medical or surgical treatment.  ARM 37.97.843(3)(e)



	Nebraska
	Nebraska Department of Health and Human Services
	
	Clear that license is required for day-care facilities, but not clear that emergency facilities are considered by relevant statutes and administrative rules.  The general provisions regarding licensure of facilities providing care to children 13 or older are permissive rather than mandatory (see, e.g., 391 NAC 2-004, Nebraska Health  and Human Services Manual).  Further, § 71-1908 et seq of the Child Care Licensing Act do not clearly provide for residential facilities of any type, including emergency or transitional facilities.  Other provisions of administrative rules address juvenile offenders, youths requiring placement in treatment facilities, and general homelessness assistance (Title 462).



	Nevada
	Nevada Division of Child and Family Services
	
	· Definitions: 

· “Child” means a person who has not reached his 18th birthday.  NAC 432A.040.

· “Child care center” means any facility in which the licensee regularly provides day or night care for more than 12 children.  NAC 432A.050.

· “Child care institution” means a facility in which the licensee provides care during the day and night and provides developmental guidance to 16 or more children who do not routinely return to the homes of their parents or guardians.  NAC 432A.070
· Parental Consent/Notification
· Notice of Admission:  When a child is admitted into the program, the provider of services must notify the parent or guardian of such admission  NAC 432A.700

· Information Provided to Parent: The facility must provide a written statement of certain general services, fees, requirements, and other items to parents at admission  NAC 432A.350; NRS 432A.077

· Consent to Medical Care: Prior to admission, parent or guardian must execute a written authorization regarding emergency surgical and medical care NAC 432A.340  



	New Hampshire
	Department of Health and Human Services
	Chapter He-C 4000 (Child Care Licensing Rules), RSA 170-E:34, I
	· Definitions: 

· “Residential child care program” means a program that provides 24-hour care for 1 or more children unrelated to the operator of the program and apart from the parents; may be licensed as Group Child Care Home, Child Care Institution, or Independent Living Home.
· Parental Consent/Notification
· Consent to Medical Care: 

· For children in short-term placement, within 5 calendar days of admission the facility must obtain or document efforts to obtain written authorization for emergency medical treatment, signed by the resident’s parents.  He-C 4001.27(c)(1)

· Children attending programs generally must have a completed child registration and emergency information form on file containing, among other items of information, written parental permission for emergency medical transportation and treatment; this form must be signed and dated by the parents.  He-C 4002.22(a)(10), (13)

  

	New Jersey
	Department of Children and Families, Department of Human Services Office of Licensing (Youth Residential Licensing), Division of Youth and Family Services
	N.J.A.C. 10:124 (Manual of Standards for Children’s Shelter Facilities and Homes)
	· Definitions: 

· “Child” means any person under the age of 18.  10:124-1.2

· “Children’s shelter facility” means any public or private facility that provides 24-hour-aday residential care to six or more children in a non-physically restrictive environment for a period of time usually not exceeding 30 days.  10:124-1.2
· Parental Consent/Notification
· Consent to Medical Care: The facility must keep a record of signed parental consent or of the attempts to obtain such consent when a child is in need of medical or surgical care 10:124.24(d)(10)

  

	New Mexico
	Children, Youth and Families Department
	Title 8 (Social Services)
	Administrative Code Title 8 states that the application of Title 8, Chapter 16, Part 2 (Child Care Licensing) does not apply to those facilities providing child care for 24-hours on a continuous basis.  § 8.16.2.9(A).  In order to obtain the regulations governing these facilities, the Children, Youth and Families Department must be contacted: these regulations are available upon request.

  

	New York
	Children and Family Services
	Executive Law § 532 et seq; NYC Administrative Code § 21-402
	Parental Consent/Notification: 

NY law prefers notice of runaway youth’s presence in program be given to parent, guardian or custodian within 24 hours, but permits notification within 72-hours unless there are compelling circumstances why the parent, guardian or custodian should not be so notified.  If these circumstances exist, the runaway program director or designee shall either file the appropriate petition in family court, refer youth to the local social services district, or report the case where abuse or neglect is suspected.  § 532-c(1)



	North Carolina
	Department of Human Resources
	
	Initial search of NC laws and regulations produced no materials on point; however, references to RHYA programs in the state suggest that there is an active set of programs addressing the needs of runaway and homeless youth.  It is possible that the RHYA guidelines for parental notice have been adopted for all emergency or transitional shelters, but this could not be verified.  

Under RHYA (Runaway and Homeless Youth Act), youth can enter basic centers (15-day emergency shelters), transitional living programs, or street outreach program without parental consent, but the program must contact parents within 72 hours.



	North Dakota
	Department of Human Services
	
	· Definitions: 

· “Transitional living facility” means a specific site, identified by a licensed child-placing agency and approved by the department, for the provision of transitional living services. ND Century Code 50-06-05.1(23)(a)

· “Transitional living program” means a program that provides transitional living services and may include an identified program operations location approved by the department.  ND Century Code 50-06-05.1(23)(b) 

· “Transitional living services” may include housing, supervision, and supportive services intended and designed to assist persons who have received foster care services and who have reached age seventeen, but who have not reached age twenty-one, to achieve independence and self-sufficiency.  ND Century Code 50-06-05.1(23)(c)

The structure of DHS set forth in Title 50 does not specifically provide for the licensure of emergency youth shelters or other residential shelters serving youth – unclear if the agency addresses this need or if there is a gap in its mandate under state law and therefore the issue of homeless and runaway youth has not been adequately considered.  



	Ohio
	Ohio Department of Job and Family Services
	Chapter 5139 (Public Welfare),  Ohio Revised Code
	Unclear if state laws or regulations exist directly on point.  Contact Department of Job and Family Services directly for additional information.

	Oklahoma
	Department of Human Services
	Title 340, Chapter 110, Subchapter 3, Part 9 – Requirements for Residential Child Care Facilities
	· Definitions: 

· “Child” means any person who has not attained the age of 18  O.C. 340:110-3-146

· “Children’s shelter” means a non-secure public or private residential program that provides care and supervision for children usually not exceeding thirty days O.C. 340:110-3-146

· “Residential child care facility” means a 24-hour residential facility where children live together with, or are supervised by, adults other than their parents or relatives. O.C. 340:110-3-146
· Parental Consent/Notification
· “If a child is admitted by anyone other than a parent or custodian, the shelter ensures that the parent or custodian is notified.”  O.C. 340:110-3-167



	Oregon
	Department of Human Services, Children, Adults & Families
	
	· Definitions: 

· “Child” means an unmarried person who has not reached his/her 18th birthday and who has not been emancipated by the Juvenile Court. OAR 413-210(7).  “Child” for purposes of OAR 413-215-0501 to 0586, means an unmarried person under 18 years of age.  OAR 413-215-0506(2)

· “Child-caring agency” means an agency or organization providing (A) day treatment for disturbed children; (B) adoption placement services; (C) residential care, including but not limited to foster care or residential treatment for children; (D) outdoor youth programs; or (E) other similar services for children.  It does not include residential facilities or foster care homes licensed under certain provisions of the ORS for children receiving developmental disability services.  OAR 413-215-0006(6)(a)-(b).  

· “Private child-caring agency” means a child-caring agency that is not owned, operated or administered by any governmental agency or unit.  OAR 413-215-0006(6)

· “Residential care or treatment” means services provided on a 24-hour per day basis to children (not including services provided in foster or adoptive homes). OAR 413-210(24)

· “Residential care agency” means a private child-caring agency that provides services to children 24 hours a day.  OAR 413-215-0506(9)

· “Residential services” consist of 24-hour care and treatment provided by residential service programs operated by public and private agencies.  OAR 413-080-0200

· “Shelter care” means a home or other facility certified or licensed by DHS as suitable for safekeeping of a child who is taken into temporary custody pending the investigation and disposition of juvenile court jurisdiction or to provide emergency services for children in the legal custody of DHS.  OAR 413-080-0010(3)

· Parental Consent/Notification
· Consents:  A consent must be signed by a parent or legal guardian that authorizes the residential care agency to:

· provide routine and emergency medical care;

· use the behavior management system of the residential care agency;

· use restraint or seclusion in the management of the child (specifying the reasons such interventions are used and how employees are trained and supervised in their use);

· restrict the child’s contact with outside persons; 

· exclude or limit the child’s possession of personal items;

· impose a dress code;

· restrict the child’s participation in recreational or leisure activities in an appropriate manner.  OAR 413-215-0576(1)

· Disclosures: At time a child is placed, the agency must ensure each parent or legal guardian receives and acknowledges in writing the receipt of the following:
· information regarding personal or room searches and protocols for confiscation of contraband items, including the notification of law enforcement if illegal contraband is found;
· statement concerning  the rights of children and parents or legal guardians, explaining the child’s right to communicate with parents or similar parties, the child’s right to privacy, child’s right to participate in service planning, child’s right to fair and equitable treatment, right of child or parent to file a grievance, child’s right to personally exclusive clothing, personal belongings, free and appropriate education, to participate in recreation and leisure activities, and to have timely access to physical and behavioral health care services.  413-215-0576(2)
· Service Plan: within 2 days after admission to a residential service program, an initial service plan must be developed with the DHS caseworker and the program, and involving the child and parent(s).  The plan must include detail as to specific behaviors to be addressed, services to remediate, and initial after-care planning information.  OAR 413-080-0250

· Information Provided to Parent: Must provide each child and family with a written copy of its policy regarding the rights of this children. OAR 413-215-0046(1)

  

	Pennsylvania
	Department of Public Welfare of the Commonwealth
	
	· Definitions: 

· “Child” means a person under 18 years of age, or is under 21 years of age and committed an act of delinquency before reaching 18 years of age and remains under the jurisdiction of the juvenile court; or was adjudicated dependent before reaching 18 years of age and while engaged in instruction or treatment, requests the court to retain jurisdiction until the instruction or treatment is completed, but no more than 21 years of age; has mental retardation, a mental illness or a serious emotional disturbance, with a transfer plan to move to an adult setting by 21 years of age.  P.C. § 3800.5

· “Child residential facility” means a premise or part hereof, operated in a 24-hour living setting in which care is provided for one or more children who are not relatives of the facility operator, except as provided in § 3800.3.  P.C. § 3800.5
· “Transitional living residence” means a home or living unit for fewer than five children, who are 16 years of age or older, with or without their own children, who are all able to live in a semi-independent living setting.  P.C. § 3800.5
· Parental Consent/Notification
· Notification and Receipt of Information: “Upon admission, each child and available parent and, if applicable, an available guardian or custodian, unless court-ordered otherwise, shall be informed of the child’s rights...” P.C. § 3800.31(a); and a copy of the rights, grievance procedures, and consent to treatment protections shall be posted and given to the child, parent, etc. upon admission  P.C. § 3800.31(c); a statement signed by child and parent (and, if applicable, guardian or custodian) acknowledging receipt of this information shall be kept in the facility’s records.  P.C. § 3800.31(d)

  

	Rhode Island
	Department of Children, Youth and Families
	Licensing Act for the Placement and Care of Children
	· Definitions: 

· “Residential group care program” means any program serving 13 or more children, which provides 24-hour care, including room and board, recreational programs, social services, and may include educational or psychological services.  

· “Shelter care program” means any program which provides temporary care in a group home or institution for a period not exceeding 90 days.
· Parental Consent/Notification
· Consent to Medical Care: Each child’s case record must contain “consent forms signed by the parent or guardian prior to placement, which allow the program to authorize all necessary medical care, routine tests, immunizations, and emergency medical or surgical treatment for the child.” Section III.K(8)(g)

Source: State of Rhode Island, Department of Children, Youth and Families, Regulations for Child Care Programs, available at http://www.dcyf.state.ri.us/docs/child_care_regs.pdf 

	South Carolina
	Department of Social Services, Division of Child Care Services
	
	All regulations, laws, and program descriptions found at South Carolina State website relate only to day-care facilities.   Additional research and direct contact with Division of Child Care Services required.



	South Dakota
	Department of Social Services
	Administrative Rules, Article 67:42 Regulatory Administration, Chapter 7 (Group Care Centers for Minors)
	· Definitions: 

· “Group care center” means a facility licensed by the department to care for children who are experiencing family problems and interpersonal conflicts, are unable to remain in a family setting, and require ongoing group and individual counseling or alternative services in a structured treatment program using facility-based services.” 67:42:07:01(4)

· “Shelter care facility” means a group care center that provides short-term full time care for children often placed under emergency conditions (max 30 days stay).  67:42:07:01(10)

· Parental Consent/Notification
· Notification and Receipt of Information:  “The facility must inform the child’s parent or guardian of these policies, including individuals or agencies to whom required reports must be made.  The child’s parent or guardian must sign and date a statement that lists the specific policies covered as verification that the facility provided the required information.  The facility shall make copies of these policies available on request.”  The policies shall cover intake, treatment, discharge, discipline, confidentiality, reporting of suspected child abuse and neglect within the facility, use of seclusion and person restraint (if used by the facility), health care of children, emergency procedures if child is injured.  South Dakota Administrative Rules 67:42:07:29.  



	Tennessee
	Tennessee Department of Human Services – Child and Adult Care Licensing Offices
	Rules of the Tennessee DHS, Chapter 1240-4-1 et seq.

TCA §71-3-501 et seq.
	· Definitions: 

·  “Child” means a person under 17 years of age.  Rule 1240-4-1-.01(5)(e)

Unclear if there are Tennessee regulations or laws regarding homeless youth shelters or transitional living facilities; all regulations found on DHS website for child care centers concerned the provision of day care services and licensing thereof.

	Texas
	Department of Family and Protective Services
	Administrative Code, Title 40, Part 19, Chapter 745 (Licensing)
	· Definitions: 

· “Child” means a person under 18 years old. Rule § 745.21(5)

· “Child-care facility” means an establishment subject to regulation by Licensing which provides assessment, care, training, education, custody, treatment, or supervision for a child who is not related by blood, marriage, or adoption to the owner or operator of the facility, for all or part of the 24-hour day, whether or not the establishment operates for profit or charges for its services. § 745.21(6)

· “Residential child care” means the care, custody, supervision, assessment, training, education, or treatment of a child who is not related by blood, marriage, or adoption to the owner or operator of the operation, for all of the 24-hour day, regardless of whether the operation is operated for profit or charges for the services it offers.  § 745.35
· Parental Consent/Notification
· At the child’s admission, the record must include a copy of the placement agreement, if applicable within 72 hours of admission or document the attempt to obtain the same §748.1205(a)(13)

· Placement Agreement: agreement with the child’s parent that defines the role and responsibilities of the facility and authorizes the facility to obtain or provide services for the child, including authorization for care of the child; medical consent form signed by a person legally authorized by the TX Family Code to provide consent; reason for placement and anticipated length of time in care  §748.1207

· Information Provided to Parent: Additionally, at admission, must provide written materials to the parent that explain the policies to be given to a child during orientation, policies regarding volunteers, type and frequency of notifications to be provided to parents, and involvement of child in any publicity and/or fundraising activity; and parent’s right to refuse or withdraw consent for a child to participate in research programs or publicity or fundraising. § 748.1211

· Consent to Obtain Records: Facility must also attempt to obtain a signed authorization, so it can request in writing materials from child’s current or most recent replacement or document attempts to obtain the same. §§ 748.1218(d), 748.1222

· The above requirements must be completed and an admission assessment fully completed within 40 days of a child’s emergency admission

  

	Utah
	Child and Family Services, Department of Human Services
	Administrative Code Title R512, Human Services, Child and Family Services
	· Parental Consent/Notification
· “Temporary care of children in shelter homes may be provided when children cannot be returned home due to the likelihood of further abuse or neglect.  The parents of a child in shelter care will be kept informed of the child’s health and safety and will be involved in developing plans for themselves and their child.” R5121-3(A)

Direct regulations addressed only day care facilities, residential facilities defined as day care facilities operated from an individual’s home, mental health facilities, foster care facilities.  More research and contact with state agency required to determine scope of licensing and regulations applying to shelter care or residential care facilities.



	Vermont
	Department for Children and Families
	
	Did not appear to be any regulations or law that directly addressed children in shelters; regulations address foster care and day care scenarios, and policy manual (cited below) lacked any reference to administrative regulation or law
Source: Family Services Policy Manual, Policy # 241, Residential Licensing, available at  http://dcf.vermont.gov/sites/dcf/files/pdf/fsd/policies/241__Licensing_RCCF_.pdf 



	Virginia
	Department of Social Services
	Code of Virginia, Title 63.2, Chapter 18 (Welfare – Social Services, Facilities and Programs)
	· Definitions: 

· “Child” means any natural person under 18 years of age.  Virginia Code § 63.2-100

· “Children’s residential facility” means any facility, child-caring institution, or group home that is maintained for the purpose of receiving children separated from their parents or guardians for full-time care, maintenance, protection and guidance, or for the purpose of providing independent living services to persons between 18 and 21 years of age who are in the process of transitioning out of foster care [with certain exclusions].
· Parental Consent/Notification
· Consent for Medical Care: 22VAC42-11-790(B): “[The facility shall have in an accessible place] written permission for emergency medical care, dental care, and obtaining immunizations or a procedure and contacts for obtaining consent...”  

· Written Placement Agreement is required (unless placement is ordered by a court of competent jurisdiction), prior to routine admission, signed by a facility representative and the legal guardian or placing agency, containing:  22VAC42-11-690

· authorization of resident’s placement

· acquisition of and consent for medical treatment needed by the resident

· rights and responsibilities of the each party

· financial responsibility

· visitation

· education plan

· Emergency Placement: In the case of temporary emergency shelters, the shelter may accept a child provided that verbal agreement for placement is obtained from the parents, guardians, relatives or other persons having legal custody of the child, within 8 hours of the child’s arrival at the facility and provided that a written placement agreement is completed and signed by the legal guardian and facility representative within 24 hours of child’s arrival or by end of next business day after child’s arrival. Virginia Code § 63.2-1817 

  

	Washington
	Department of Social and Health Services, Division of Licensed Resources
	
	· Definitions: 

· “Children” or “youth” means individuals who are: (1) under 18 years old, including expectant mothers under 18 years old; (2) up to 21 years of age and pursuing a high school. equivalent course of study or vocational program; (3) up to 21 years of age with developmental disabilities; or (4) up to 21 years of age if under the custody of the Washington state juvenile rehabilitation administration.  WAC 388-148-0010

· “Crisis residential centers” or “CRC” means an agency under contract with DSHS that provides temporary, protective care to children in a foster home, regular (semi-secure) or secure group setting.  WAC 388-148-0010

· “Group care facility for children” means a location maintained and operated for a group of children on a 24-hour basis. WAC 388-148-0010

· “Group receiving center” or “GRC” means a facility providing the basic needs of food, shelter, and supervision for more than 6 children placed by the department, generally for thirty or fewer days.  

· “Overnight youth shelter” or “OYS” means a licensed facility operated by a nonprofit agency that provides overnight shelter to homeless or runaway youth.  Overnight youth shelters do not provide residential care during daytime hours.  WAC 388-160-0025

· “Staffed residential home” means a licensed home providing 24-hour care for 6 or fewer children or expectant mothers.  WAC 388-148-0010

· Parental Consent/Notification – none found to be required.

· Placing Agency Consent for Medical Care: Each child’s records must contain written consent from the child placing agency, if any, for provision of medical care and emergency surgery (unless authorized by court order)  WAC 388-148-0123

· Notice (CRC): 

· If admitted to a CRC, the center must immediately notify the parents of the youth.  If unable to contact parents, within 48 hours the facility must contact the Department and request a review for dependency filing and document the contact in the case record.  WAC 388-148-0915

· Notice (OYS): 

· Notify police or children’s administration intake of any youth 12 years or younger who is unaccompanied by an adult and is requesting service.  

· Within 8 hours of learning that a youth staying at a shelter does not have parental permission to be there, the staff must report the youth’s location to the parent, the law enforcement agency with jurisdiction over the shelter’s area, or DSHS.  The report must be made by telephone or other reasonable means and must be documented in the youth’s file. WAC 388-160-0265



	West Virginia
	Department of Health & Human Resources, Bureau for Children and Families, Residential Child Care Licensing Unit
	Title 78, Series 3 (Minimum Licensing Requirements for Residential Child Care and Treatment Facilities for Children and Transitioning Adults in West Virginia)
	· Definitions: 

· “Child” means any person under eighteen year of age or is a transitioning adult.

· “Residential child care” means child care which includes the provision of nighttime shelter and the personal discipline and supervision of a child by guardians, custodians or other persons or entities on a continuing or temporary basis.
· Parental Consent/Notification
· Plan of Care: Facility has 72 hours to develop an initial plan of care, which shall be developed in conjunction with the child and the parent/guardian, if practicable; the short-term/initial plan must be approved in writing by the parent or legal guardian and the individual served, if that individual is considered sufficiently mature to understand the document.

· If parent/guardian not present for development of initial plan, the facility must document every effort to obtain guardian consent for care. § 78-3-13.3.a.7

  

	Wisconsin
	Department of Health and Family Services
	Chapter HFS 52 (Residential Care Centers for Children and Youth)
	· Definitions: 

· “Residential care center for children and youth” means a residential facility required to be licensed as a child welfare agency under § 48.60 WI Statutes, that provides treatment and custodial services for children, youth and young adults ages 18, 19 or 20.
· Parental Consent/Notification
· The facility may enter into a contract with a prospective resident’s parent or guardian or a contract or other agreement with the legal custodian or placing person or agency for the center to provide services for a person admitted to the facility; the facility must maintain all service contracts and agreements for a resident either in the resident’s treatment record or in an administrative record.  HFS 52.21(4)

· Written Agreement: must include the following:

· expectations and responsibilities of both parties (including clear division of responsibility and authority)

· financial arrangements

· visiting plans

· Medical Care Consent Required: Facility must obtain written, signed informed consent that gives the center’s health care consultant or resident’s physician authority to provide routine medical care, to delegate and supervise administration of medications, authority to obtain other medical information, authority to provide or order emergency medical procedures when not possible to immediately reach appropriate party. HF 52.21(5)

  

	Wyoming
	Wyoming Department of Family Services
	
	Inadequate resources available online.  Contact Wyoming DFS directly.
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