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The McKinney-Vento Act in Our Schools Video Series

Suggested Viewing Guide / Discussion Questions

As you use “The McKinney-Vento Act in Our Schools” videos in professional development and awareness activities, you may wish to use a viewing guide to maximize their impact. The suggested questions below may be adapted for your community and audiences and provided to viewers as a handout. Viewers may consider the questions independently or discuss them in small groups. The questions are designed to:

1. Help viewers challenge their assumptions about homelessness and education

2. Focus viewers on key points in the videos

3. Guide brief, small-group discussion of the videos

4. Assist viewers in remembering key points in the videos

5. Give viewers something tangible to take away from the videos

Viewing Guide / Discussion Questions

Before watching the video:

1. How prevalent do you think child and youth homelessness is in your school district?

2. What challenges do you think homeless children and youth face in general? What challenges do they face to succeeding in school?

3. How can attending school help children and youth who are homeless? What physical and emotional support can school offer?

While watching the video:

1. What strikes you about the definition of homelessness? 

2. As you listen to these educators share stories about particular students, can you identify similar students and stories in your experience?

3. What strikes you about the basic provisions of the McKinney-Vento Act?

4. How has school supported McKinney-Vento students in the school districts featured in the video?

After watching the video:

1. Considering the McKinney-Vento definition of homeless, do you think you have homeless students in your school district?

2. What are three steps you can take to increase identification of McKinney-Vento students in your school or district?

3. What are three steps you can take to start supporting McKinney-Vento students in your school or district right away?

4. What procedures or practices could you put in place to support McKinney-Vento students over this school year?

Questions for follow-up:
1. What unanswered questions do you still have about homeless children and youth or the McKinney-Vento Act?
2. Who can you contact to get those questions answered?

3. Can you think of three colleagues with whom you will share information about homelessness and the McKinney-Vento Act?
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